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Bezcarch and our cwn claseroom obeervation tell ue that a
culturally relevant curriculum i2 an awenue toward inereasing
arhievement for African- American children. Research alzo tellz n=
that probleme of performance are particularly acute when conmd-
ered by race. Fropelled by a compelling d emire and need to addrese
thiz problen, we went about designing a unit inepired by the hip-
hop pmeie phenomenon.

Worldng ar middle 2chool langmage arte educators at Sojourner
Truth Biddle School in the East Orange Schoal Dhstrict, we often
discuzeed the lack of interest and engagenent our students have
demonstrated with their learning mateniale and, a= a repult, their
poor performance on formative and enmnative asesErELtE. S-
dentengagenent and achievemen t vers the driving forces behind
deeigning thiz high-interset unit of inetruction. Given the growe
ing body of echolarehip that examines the interesction of hip-hop
culture and claseroom peda go gy, our eolution made perfect zenes.

A culturally relevant curniculum

Thie unit we developed, “The WMesage: Using Hip-Hop Peda-
gy az a Lieracy-Building Tool” 12 a five-wesk program The
curniculum, which aligned © the Engheh Langmage Arte (ELA)
Conmon Core State Standarde, iz designed for smdente with vary
ing acadenmc abilites in Gradee &2 We will male adjustmente
az needed o emeure the curniculum iz aligned o the rerently ap-
proved Mew Jersey dtudent Learning dtandarde.

The lezeonz build students’ underemanding of hip-hop and ite
relationship to social justice 1zsues and the entreprensurnal spirit.
Theyareorganized az follows:

= The ongin and historyof hip-hop

= Mergn g cultural ideas, talente, and circumistances that influ-

ence the omeic style.

- Understanding the fund amental zource of hip-hope exdetence.

COne of the program gpale waz o advance student achisvement
on designated ELA Compwon Core S@te Standarde by 10 percent
et fve weele. Thiz goal would be achieved by increasing student
engagement through the neeof relevant and high-interset nateri-

After garnering approval from district adommiztration and the
board of education, the program waz piloted by a team of staff at
Sojourner Truth biddle Sehool over the couree of five weele. For
thiz pilot, the tean uzed the cumculum a= an intervention tool
to addrese matters of student achievenent. However, it can aleo
be used ar an ennchment progran After the palotlaunch and the
curric uluntz public ation by the International Literacy Azzociation
in Bay acas, the project team reflected about the curmcnlume
shortronunge.

Entrepreneurship Education

The team agreed that the breadth and depth of the unit could
b= expanded with a focus on entrepreneurship education. In our
effort to further merge theory in practice, weonce again reviewed
the hterature. Cur findings revealed that the awerage American
teenager between the seventh and 12th grades wall heten to 10,500
houre of rock or hip-hop omeie.

Central to hip-hop music i= a storytelling narrative about the
political, pocial and econonde challengee faced by people living in
poor comnmnitier. The meseages couched in many hip-hopeonge
lupnnate the potential for teachable poments. Whils mwveet gat-
ing topice euch az poverty, food inrecurity and homelessness, az
well a7 more poritive topics such ar deternunation, perssverance
and reeilience, studente are able to makes connections to econom-
ice, management, digtal acumen and conmmnications that are
fundamental to entrepreneurship education.

That regearch led uz to include the Mational Content Standarde
for Entrepreneurehip Education and ite Performance Indicators
framework, adding 10 more leseons to the curriculum. The pro-
gram offere a three-pronged approach ® learning: hip-hop peda-
2oy, entrepreneurehipeducation and eocial justice.

The leseonz are infuzed with technolo gy, make uee of graphic or-
ganizere, cloge read enerciess, regearch projecte, and small- group
and whole-group disrnesionez and activities. Owerall, they are
exciting and robust while ratisfying epecific Conmon Core State
Standarde and propelling higher order entical thinlang slalle.

Analyzing results

Using a samipling of our studente, 22 male and 20 femals 2tu-
dentz between the agez of 1 and 14 were drawn from a grouping
of studentz identified az atrisk for acadenme failure. hore epe-
cifically, thees participante scored poorly in at least three Conmaon
Core State Standard areas teeted and did not achieve a passing
zoore within the poth percentile on the district benchmark exam
for two testing cycles. Sehool data further revealed that all the
participants in the pilot were eligible for free participation in the
gchool lunch program

[tzhould be noted that the echool 12 organized in a single-gen-
der clazsroom format, which has been the caze since 2008, Thus,
the male and female participante in the pilot were kept e=parate
during instruetion.

The srudente completed pre- and poet-surveye to gauge their
understanding of hip-hop Data eollected from bath the male and
female participantz wazg illunmnating. Wore than Ao percent of
the program participants’ denonetrated growth az evidenced on
benchmark asseszments. In addition, appro:amately 40 percent of
the studentz met the mtal program goal of 10 percent improve-
ment on designated ELA Common Core State Standards as evi-
denced on the district’s Model Curmiculum Asssesmient. Further,
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Zg percent of the participante reeponded that they learned mor=
about the challenges faced by inner-city resdents from studying
hip-hop

A female participant wrote, “I'we learned nore about thechal-
lenges faced by inmer-city people from studying hip-hop beranss
the rappere talk about how there i= a lat of poverty whers they
come from” One of her clasemates ghared, *T learned mujor
evente haveinmpacte on people’s lives and affect what theydo ™

“T learned that hip-hop started in a poor neighborhood]” a
male participant explained . Another stated, “T learned that hip-
hophar reaning” Sindlarly, another male participant regpond-
ed, “Hip-hop iz a gobal thing—meaning that not just one group
can appreciateit.”

Cne hundred percent of male participante and g5 percent of
female participante reeponded that they learned nore about the
background of hip-hop. Ancther question inquired 1f their view
about hip-hop and ite use in learning has changed . Sity-seven
percent of program participante responded “yes” Cne male par-
ticipant etated, “Hip-hop haz a lot of meaning to it” A female
partivipant explaine, “i&s, I learned more about where hip-hop
originated but also why”

Other conments ncluded:

= “The leeeons were sxriting, They helped melearn nore. They

should do thiz progran again

= “Tlearned that hip-hop iz a part of history”

= “Thopethat wedo sindlar projects in the fature®

=*T thought that thiz wae a fun end of the year activiry. I hope

that we can do it again.

= “Tlike thiz progran™
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= “Hip-hopean be ured in math orany other subpget?

= “Hip-hop 12 an acraderue thing, Hip hop & global. Al=o itiza

fun thing o da.”

= “After thiz leezon, [ zortof love hip-hop. It waz exciting, I love

that the teacher showed us movie clipe and had ve nake a
project. I actually thinl that its oty faverite lesson ”

The promising reeultz of the program initiative, overall, have
l=d ue to conclude that a hip-hop curriculum az a viable educa-
tional tool should not be ignored. Shy studente berame engaged
in lereonz, but more significantly student achievement grew o a
l=vel that reinforces our contention that culturally relevant cur-
rirula mmet be tanght to enmire student zuccess .

Forthose interested in recetving a copy of the curneulum umt,
contact D Courtne Thomazat caurtnethomass@gmailoam &

Caurtme Thomis, £ D), izajangutge arnte incfueiaon sdue ator at Sofaurner
Truth Middie Schwnof in Eaet Aninge. She eqrned ber dos torate at Bown
Univerzity with the swceesful compietian of ber progct, ifed, dosdemic
Rerilience: Mamativee of Highedchieving Olak Femaie Widdle 5 ool Ado-
Teecenin She can be wached at courtne thomae iy mail com

Idirwetk Tonuz, E4D, ie alanguage arte teache rat Soppurner Truth Mdid-

die Schoolin Exet Orange. She sarned her doc torate 4t 3¢ ton Fail Univen

gity with the completion ofher project, titked, Leadership Reepore Bilities
Ageoe izted with tedcade mic Achieveme nt ofdt-Risk Stude pee: A Stwdy of
the Berspectives of National Distinguished Hemeptary Schosi Principals
iR ar Erg of UBiguitous Edue atiopal Ac couwrbrilityg
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